The Glory of God’s Temple

Haggai’s Second Message – Haggai 2:1-9

Intro: The Desire of the Lord to Dwell among men:


(1)
The Sanctuary – let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.
Exo. 25:8


(2)
Solomon’s Temple – Shalt thou build me an house for me to dwell in?
II Sam. 7:5-7, 13


(3)
Second Temple –O ye…dwell in your ceiled houses, and this house lie waste?
Hag. 1:4, 8; Ezra 6:15


(4) 
Successive future temples.
See #C below

A. The Period, the Prophet and His Prophecy
Hag. 2:1, 2

1. The Period: [Significant date of this prophecy: 7th month 21st day (October 17, 520B.C.)]
2:1a

Nearly one month after the Rebuilding of the Temple started.
Cf. 1:14, 15

Cf. the new Reckoning for Yahweh’s Feasts and His Prophetic Programme of the 7th month. Cf. Exo. 12:2

a. The 1st to 6th Months – The Probation Period of God’s Programme.
Lev. 23:4-22 

b. The 7th Month – the Evaluation Period of God’s Programme.

i. The 1st day – The Feast of Trumpets.

Lev. 23:24, 25

– The Gathering of God’s elect to Jerusalem.
Mt. 24:31

ii. The 10th day – The Day of Atonement.

Lev. 23: 26, 27-32 

– The Gathering of Gentile Nations against Jerusalem
Zech. 14:2ff cf. Mt. 24:21, 22

iii. The 15th – 21st day: The Feast of Tabernacles.
Lev. 23:33, 34-36a 

– The Gathering of all Godly nations to Jerusalem to worship
Zech. 14:16-18-21

iv. The 22nd day – the Eighth Day of the Feast of Tabernacles.
Lev. 23:36b cf. II Chr. 7:8-10; 

– The Gathering unto God with God dwelling among them in New Jerusalem.

Rev. 21:2-3

2. The Post-captivity Prophet: Haggai = festival or festive.
2:1b

a. Burdened with the Lord’s message, he Broke the Lord’s post-exilic silence. 


He was the Lord’s Messenger with the Message from the Lord of hosts.
5 occ. in 2:1-9

Then came the Word of the Lord… thus saith the Lord of hosts 
25 occ. in 2 chapters.

b. Bothered with the Bleak condition of God’s house and the people’s apathy.
1:4, 9

c. Best known for his impassioned appeal for the reBuilding of the temple.
1:4-15

d. With Brother prophet, Zechariah, he Buoyed up the people’s spirit to work.
Ezra 5:1, 6:14

i.
The Priest and the Governor: Joshua and Zerubbabel set the lead.
2:2

ii.
The People of the Remnant – the faithful followed.
2:2

B. The Prophecy of the Promise of the Lord’s Presence.
Hag. 2:3-5

1. The Posing of Three rhetoric questions.
2:3

a. Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory?
Nearly 66 years had passed; temple destroyed in 586B.C. (cf. 520B.C.)
Cf. Ezra 3:10-13

b. How do ye see it now? – Well, at least, the house of the Lord was Now standing.

c. Is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? – Nowhere, compared to Solomon’s opulent Temple.


Four things were lacking in this rebuilt temple: - 

i. The Sacred fire.
Ct. II Chr. 7:3 

ii. The Shekinah glory.
Ct. II Chr. 6:14; 7:2, 3

iii. The Mercy Seat on the ark and the cherubim.
Ct. II Chr. 5:2-10

iv. Seeking God’s will through the urim and thummin.
Exo. 28:30 ct. Ezra 2:63; Neh. 7:65

2. Thus, the Personal Threefold Encouragement – work: for I am with you.


Hag. 2:4

a. Be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD cf. Be strong and of a good courage.


Josh. 1:6

b. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest cf. Be strong and of a good courage.
1:9

c. Be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the LORD cf. only be strong and of a good courage. 
1:18

3. The Threefold Promise of His Presence based on:


Hag. 2:5

a. A Past Promise: according to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt.
b. A Present Promise: so my spirit remaineth among you:
c. A Personal Promise: fear not.
d. But there is still the Prospective Promise of a new Covenant: 

Jer. 31:31-37

i. Negatively: Not according to the covenant …of Egypt; which my covenant they brake
Jer. 31:32

ii. Positively: But this shall be the (new) covenant that I will make with the house of Israel…Jer. 31:31, 33, 34

iii. Affirmatively: Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun … the moon and… the stars …Jer 31:35-37

If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me forever. Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.

C. The Proclamation of the Prospective Temple.
Hag. 2:6-9

1. The Coming of the Lord’s Intervention in the Cosmos yet once again.
2:6, 7a

a.
The only quotation in the New Testament from Haggai.
2:6 cf. Heb. 12:25-28

i. The first time the Lord shook the earth was when He gave the Law.
Cf. Exo. 19:16

ii. The next time, He will shake the heavens, the earth and the sea.
2:21, 22 cf. Heb. 12:26, 27; II Pet. 3:10


He will also shake the nations.


Cf. Zech. 14:1-4

iii. In the mean time we have a kingdom that cannot be shaken (missed by Haggai!) Heb. 12:28, NIV

b. The expression “a little while” = not Immediacy in time, but the Imminence of an any-time happening

2. The Coming personal / Impersonal Satisfaction of all Nations.
2:7b


the desire (KJV)/desired (NIV)/ treasure (NRSV) of all nations shall come. [Singular noun with a plural verb)

a. Personal Satisfaction: The Messiah, the Desire of all nations shall Come.
KJV cf. 2:7c “glory”

b. Material Satisfaction: The Materials Gentile nations shall come to Contribute.
Isa. 60:5; Zech. 14:14

3. The Coming Infilling of the Temple with Glory.
2:7c-9

a. The Glory of Material Splendour? Possible, because He Possesses all things.
Cf. 2:8, 9; Isa. 60:7, 13


The Glory of the Supernatural Shekinah in the Millennium?
Exo. 40:34, 35; I Kgs. 8:10, 11; Eze. 44:4

b. The Greater Glory of the Millennial Temple
2:9a

i. The Glory of the Former House will be inferior to the Glory of the Latter House.

ii. The Glory of the Latter House shall be greater than the former House:


The glory of this latter house (KJV)/ present house (NIV)/ the latter splendor of this house

· The Herodian Temple had the Greater Glory of Christ – He cleansed it!
Matt. 12:6 cf. Jn. 2:13-17

· Antichrist Sitting in the Tribulation Temple will be destroyed by the Splendour of His Coming.





II Thes. 2:4, 8

· The Millennial Temple will be filled with the Glory of God.
Eze. 44:4

· No more Temple, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.
Rev. 21:22

iii. The Greatness of the Historical Place (Jerusalem?) will be marked by Divine Peace
Hag. 2:9b

· Jerusalem will live up to its Proper name as the “City of Peace.”
Isa. 66:10-12-14

· Jesus will be its King: He is the Prince of Peace.
Isa. 9:6

· Justice and Peace shall Prevail on earth and in all creation:



Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men
Lk. 2:14

· Among nations and God.
Mic. 4:1, 2

· Among nations and nations.
Mic. 4:3

· Among individuals and individuals.
Mic. 4:4 cf. Isa. 65:21-23

· Among individuals and God.
Mic. 4:5 cf. Isa. 65:19, 24

· Among animals.
Isa. 65:25

· Among animals and humans.
Isa. 11:6-9

c. God’s Glory in our present spiritual house/tabernacle/Temple –
II Cor. 5:1; I Cor. 6:19, 20


God’s Spirit and Glory indwell it – defile it not
Cf. I Cor. 3:16, 17

Conclusion: 

Hag. 2:9

'The glory of this present house 

will be greater than the glory of the former house,' 

says the LORD Almighty.

'And in this Place I will grant Peace,' 

declares the LORD Almighty."
